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However, the simplest method of determining the
mean temperature is to take the average of the maxi-
mum and minimum temperatures for the twenty-four
hours. This is the point c in the diagram, the middle
point of the line P Q joining the highest and lowest
readings.

The great convenience of this mode of determining
the mean temperature arises from the fact that the
maximum and minimum readings are registered auto-
matically, so that the instruments need only be visited
once a day.

A good deal depends on the hour at which
the maximum, and minimum thermometers should be
set, and the period now fixed for this operation is
9 P.M., the latest observing hour of the day. The
reason of this arrangement is easily understood.
Theoretically these instruments ought to be set at
midnight, so as to show respectively the highest and
lowest temperatures reached during the civil day. This,
however, is not convenient, and so formerly the plan
was generally followed of setting them at the earliest
observing hour in the morning. Such a practice, how-
ever, produced much uncertainty; for as, under ordinary
circumstances, the maximum temperature recorded in
the morning will have occurred during the afternoon
of the previous day, while the minimum will have
taken place about sunrise on the morning on which
the observation is read off, the two readings will really
have belonged to two different civil days. This gave
rise to the absurd practice of assuming that the two
readings always referred to different days, whereas,
as a matter of fact, and in winter time especially,
the maximum or minimum may occur at any period